
New Company Launches Online Spectrum Exchange
(3/10)
A new venture capital-funded company is launching a
spectrum exchange — similar to a stock exchange — that
will allow companies in need of spectrum to find available
frequencies to lease through the FCC’s secondary
spectrum access guidelines. Spectrum Bridge announced
the online, real-time market for wireless spectrum at its
Web site, www.spectrumbridge.com, noting that 80 percent
to 94 percent of licensed wireless spectrum goes unused.

Rick Rotondo, vice president of marketing for Spectrum
Bridge, said the service allows entities with unused
spectrum to make money on those assets and companies
that need spectrum to find and lease it. He compared the
service to financial institutions’ stock trading tools and the
chunks of spectrum to stocks.

One key to the service is equipment that can be quickly
configured at different frequencies. “There is a current crop
of commercially available WiMAX-based equipment,”
Rotondo said. “The equipment is not fully software-defined
radio (SDR) or cognitive radio, but they are on their way to
getting there. The radio equipment is getting more flexible.”

Rotondo said the technology behind the exchange matches
different requests with spectrum and potential equipment.
“It’s simple for spectrum novices to get on the site and find
spectrum and equipment they can use,” he said. “It can
match the applications and the requirements to spectrum
and then present users with choices and potential offers
and prices if they exist on the exchange. The engines will
also scope and price equipment to meet their needs with a
close estimate of what equipment is required and costs.”

Rotondo noted the service’s applications in the enterprise
wireless arena and said that under FCC rules, public-safety
agencies can offer their spectrum on a secondary market
basis, although they can only lease to other public-safety
agencies. “They could lease it to other governmental
agencies because we can show them how to get the
spectrum back when they need it,” Rotondo said.

He said the service will likely initially cover the 200 MHz to
5 GHz spectrum range. Currently, many companies are
forced to use shared unlicensed frequencies for Wi-Fi,
video surveillance and other mission-critical wireless
applications, company officials said in a statement. For
many users today, the reliability and capabilities of
unlicensed spectrum are no longer sufficient to support
business-critical wireless network needs, the statement
said.

“Spectrum Bridge is pioneering an approach to spectrum
management,” said Craig Mathias, a principal with mobile
advisory firm Farpoint Group. “They are creating a market
for spectrum that is just as important as the auctions that
originally made it available. This is the future of licensed
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radio bandwidth.”

The FCC has made more than $150 billion worth of
licensed spectrum — 5.5 gigahertz of bandwidth — eligible
for secondary market access, Spectrum Bridge officials
said. In addition, the FCC now allows spectrum holders to
disaggregate licenses and offer secondary access for any
frequency, timeframe and coverage area, up to the entire
capacity of a license.

The founders of Spectrum Bridge founded MeshNetworks
in 2000. Motorola purchased MeshNetworks, which
developed mesh-networking technology, in 2004.
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